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COUNCIL BILL 2019- GENERAL ORDINANCE 

AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING Chapter 120, ‘Wastewater Regulations,’ Article VI, ‘Wastewater Charges 1 
and Rates,’ Section 120-245, ‘Rates’ and Section 120-247, ‘Extra 2 
charges,’ of the Springfield City Code by repealing the existing rate 3 
schedule and establishing new rate schedules that provide for phased-in 4 
rate increases annually for three years, beginning July 1, 2020, which 5 
shall provide necessary funding for the additional debt service cost of 6 
complying with the Clean Water Act and Missouri Department of Natural 7 
Resources mandates. (Environmental Services recommends approval.) 8 

______________________________ 9 
10 

WHEREAS, the City is under an Amended Consent Judgement (“ACJ”) with the 11 
Missouri Department of Natural Resources (“MDNR”) to comply with the Clean Water 12 
Act (“CWA”) pursuant to an approved Overflow Control Plan (“OCP”); and 13 

14 
WHEREAS, six years of initial rate increases to fund the ACJ were approved in 15 

2011, and rates were subsequently amended beginning July 1, 2017, for a period of 16 
three years, with notice that additional rate increases would be needed; and 17 

18 
WHEREAS, the next three years of rate increases are now ready for Council 19 

review and approval, and City Code Chapter 120, ‘Wastewater Regulations,’ Article VI, 20 
‘Wastewater Charges and Rates,’ Section 120-245, ‘Rates’ and Section 120-247, ‘Extra 21 
charges,’ will need to be revised to reflect the new changes. 22 

23 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 24 

SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI, as follows, that: 25 
26 

Section 1 – Chapter 120, ‘Wastewater Regulations,’ Article VI, ‘Wastewater 27 
Charges and Rates,’ Section 120-245, ‘Rates,’ and Section 120-247 ‘Extra Charges,’ of 28 
the Springfield City Code, are hereby modified, effective July 1, 2020, to reflect new a 29 
rate schedule that provides for phased-in annual rate increases for three years, 30 
beginning July 1, 2020, which sections shall read as follows: 31 

32 
NOTE: Language to be added is underlined.  Language to be deleted is stricken. 33 
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34 
Sec. 120-245. - Rates. 35 

36 
For the services rendered to the city or other public authority, the city or authority 37 
shall be subject to the same charges provided in this section for other users of the 38 
POTW.  39 

40 
(1) Effective July 1, 201720, the schedule of wastewater service rates shall be41 

as follows:42 
a. There shall be assessed to each residential and non-residential user of43 

the POTW a basic customer charge of $18.5220.89 per month.44 
b. In addition to the basic customer charge per month, there shall be an45 

additional monthly volume charge to all users which shall be computed46 
as follows: $2.022.50 per each 100 cubic feet of water, or fraction47 
thereof, used per month.48 

49 
(2) Effective July 1, 201821, the schedule of wastewater service rates shall be50 

as follows:51 
a. There shall be assessed to each residential and non-residential user of52 

the POTW a basic customer charge of $19.1022.03 per month.53 
b. In addition to the basic customer charge per month, there shall be an54 

additional monthly volume charge to all users which shall be computed55 
as follows: $2.212.60 per each 100 cubic feet of water or fraction thereof56 
used per month.57 

58 
(3) Effective July 1, 201922, the schedule of wastewater service rates shall be59 

as follows:60 
a. There shall be assessed to each residential and non-residential user of61 

the POTW a basic customer charge of $19.8023.34 per month.62 
b. In addition to the basic customer charge per month, there shall be an63 

additional monthly volume charge to all users which shall be computed64 
as follows: $2.402.71 per each 100 cubic feet of water or fraction thereof65 
used per month.66 

67 
Sec. 120-247. - Extra charges. 68 

69 
In order that rates and charges will be equitably related to the service rendered, 70 
the city shall, in addition to the charges set forth in section 120-245, assess extra 71 
charges for biochemical oxygen demand (BOD) and total suspended solids (TSS) 72 
in excess of the amounts thereinafter set forth. The extra charges for BOD and 73 
TSS shall be as follows:  74 

75 
(1) Effective July 1, 201720.76 

a. For BOD in excess of 1.60 pounds for each 100 cubic feet (25677 
milligrams per liter) of wastewater, an additional charge of $0.30031878 
shall be made for each such excess pound or fraction thereof.79 
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b. For TSS in excess of 1.90 pounds for each 100 cubic feet (30480 
milligrams per liter) of wastewater, an additional charge of $0.12413481 
shall be made for each such excess pound or fraction thereof.82 

83 
(2) Effective July 1, 201821.84 

a. For BOD in excess of 1.60 pounds for each 100 cubic feet (25685 
milligrams per liter) of wastewater, an additional charge of $0.30033786 
shall be made for each such excess pound or fraction thereof.87 

b. For TSS in excess of 1.90 pounds for each 100 cubic feet (30488 
milligrams per liter) of wastewater, an additional charge of $0.12414289 
shall be made for each such excess pound or fraction thereof.90 

91 
(3) Effective July 1, 201922.92 

a. For BOD in excess of 1.60 pounds for each 100 cubic feet (25693 
milligrams per liter) of wastewater, an additional charge of $0.30035794 
shall be made for each such excess pound or fraction thereof.95 

b. For TSS in excess of 1.90 pounds for each 100 cubic feet (304 milligrams96 
per liter) of wastewater, an additional charge of $0.126151 shall be made97 
for each such excess pound or fraction thereof98 

99 
Section 2 – This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after 100 

passage. 101 
102 

Passed at meeting: 103 
104 
105 

Mayor 106 
107 

Attest: , City Clerk 108 
109 

Filed as Ordinance: 110 
111 
112 

Approved as to form: , Assistant City Attorney 113 
114 
115 

Approved for Council action: , City Manager 116 
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EXPLANATION TO COUNCIL BILL 2019- 

FILED: 12-10-19 

ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: Environmental Services 

PURPOSE: Amending Chapter 120, ‘Wastewater Regulations,’ Article VI, ‘Wastewater 
Charges and Rates,’ Section 120-245, ‘Rates,’ and Section 120-247, ‘Extra charges,’ of 
the Springfield City Code, by repealing the existing rate schedule and establishing new 
rate schedules that provide for phased-in rate increases annually for three years, 
beginning July 1, 2020, which shall provide necessary funding for the additional debt 
service cost of complying with the Clean Water Act and Missouri Department of Natural 
Resources mandates. (Environmental Services recommends approval.) 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The City successfully completed the requirements of 
a 1995 Consent Decree and the 2011 Early Action Plan (“EAP”) executed by the City 
and the Missouri Department of Natural Resources (“MDNR”). To further the goal of 
eliminating sanitary sewer overflows (“SSOs”), the City and MDNR negotiated an 
Amended Consent Judgment (“ACJ”) in May of 2012, and MDNR approved the City's 
Overflow Control Plan (“OCP”) to spend $200 million over ten years, or until 2025. 
Under the OCP, the rate of annual spending was scheduled to increase significantly 
near fiscal year 2021. Phased in rate increases for the EAP were approved by Council 
on or about May 31, 2011, for rate increases between Fiscal Year 2011 and Fiscal Year 
2017. Subsequently, on or about November 28, 2016, City Council approved rate 
increases to be phased in over a period of three years, beginning July 1, 2017. The next 
three-year phase of increases, to fund the approved OCP from Fiscal Year 2021 to 
Fiscal Year 2023, are now being proposed. These rate increases are necessary to 
properly fund the operation and maintenance of the City’s wastewater collection and 
treatment system, the increased rate of capital and rehabilitation expenditure necessary 
to maintain compliance with the OCP, and to offset the erosion in purchasing capacities 
due to economic inflation.  

Prior rate projections, performed during the development of the OCP, suggested  
that system-wide rate increases averaging approximately 6% per year would be needed 
until 2025, at which time the OCP will be reevaluated.  

To confirm the appropriate rate increases for the next three-year period, an updated 
Cost of Service analysis was recently performed by an independent consultant, Black & 
Veatch Corporation. This analysis resulted in the recommendation of a system-wide 
increase of approximately 5% per year, beginning July 1, 2020, for a period of three 
years.  

REMARKS: The proposed revisions to residential and non-residential user rates will be 
implemented pursuant to the fiscal year schedule attached hereto as “Exhibit A”. There 
is a separate charge for fats, oils and grease (“FOG”) and Pretreatment Program fees 
that are a part of the Master Fee Ordinance, as those fees can change annually. The 
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individual rate increases are not an exact 5% each, but the cumulative effect for 
residential and non-residential customers is modeled to form an approximate 5% annual 
increase system-wide. 

The Department of Environmental Services recommends approval of the proposed rate 
increases from Fiscal Year 2021 to Fiscal Year 2023 to fund the ACJ requirements of 
the OCP required by CWA. 

Submitted by: 

_________________________________ 
Ron Petering, 
Asst. Director of Environmental Services 

Recommended by: Approved by: 

_________________________________ ______________________________ 
Erin Kemper,  Jason Gage, 
Director of Environmental Services City Manager 
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Proposed Retail Rate Design 

Approved Proposed
Description 2020 2021 2022 2023

Customer Charge (per month) $19.80 $20.89 $22.03 $23.34
Volume Charge (per Ccf) $2.40 $2.50 $2.60 $2.71

Extra Strength Surcharges
BOD (per pound over 256 mg/l) $0.300 $0.318 $0.337 $0.357
TSS (per pound over 304 mg/l) $0.126 $0.134 $0.142 $0.151

Exhibit A 
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