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COUNCIL BILL 2022- GENERAL ORDINANCE 

AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING the Springfield City Code, Chapter 98, ‘Streets, Sidewalks and Public 1 
Places,’ by enacting Article VIII, ‘Micromobility Device Rental Program’ 2 
and amending Article VII, ‘Encroachments on City Property,’ to allow 3 
for approval of certain encroachments for use by micromobility 4 
devices; amending Chapter 106, ‘Traffic and Vehicles,’ Article I, ‘In 5 
General,’ to allow and regulate the use of micromobility devices on 6 
public streets and rights-of-way; amending Chapter 106, ‘Traffic and 7 
Vehicles,’ Article VI, ‘Stopping, Standing and Parking,’ Division 10, 8 
‘Springfield Parking System Parking Regulations,’ to regulate the 9 
operation and use of micromobility devices in the City’s parking 10 
system; and amending Chapter 106, ‘Traffic and Vehicles,’ Article VIII, 11 
‘Bicycles and Motorized Bicycles,’ to regulate the use of micromobility 12 
devices. 13 

___________________________________ 14 
15 

WHEREAS, the Springfield City Code does not allow for the use of certain 16 
micromobility devices in a manner seen in other municipalities around the country; and 17 

18 
WHEREAS, rentals of electric scooters and other micromobility devices are a 19 

quickly growing industry that would serve to provide an alternate form of transportation 20 
within the City; and 21 

22 
WHEREAS, electric scooters and other micromobility devices present potential 23 

issues that the current Springfield City Code does not address. 24 
25 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 26 
SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI, as follows, that: 27 

28 
Section 1 – Springfield City Code, Chapter 98, ‘Streets, Sidewalks and Public 29 

Places,’ is hereby amended by enacting a new Article VIII, ‘Micromobility Device Rental 30 
Program,’ which reads as follows: 31 
NOTE: Language to be added is underlined, and language to be deleted is stricken. 32 
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33 
ARTICLE VIII. – MICROMOBILITY DEVICE RENTAL PROGRAM. 34 

35 
Sec. 98-346. Declarations of findings and intent; scope of ordinance. 36 

37 
(a) Declarations of findings and intent. The use of the right-of-way is increasing due to38 

the advancement of technology, changes in federal and state law, and increased 39 
demand for services from residents, businesses, educational institutions, and other 40 
public and private institutions. City Council finds that the public convenience, health, 41 
safety, and welfare can be best served by establishing regulatory procedures to 42 
ensure the safety of the traveling public, protect the right-of-way, maintain the 43 
property rights of abutting and adjoining property owners, maintain the aesthetic 44 
quality of the City, and avoid conflicts between users of the right-of-way. City Council 45 
further finds that the micromobility industry is rapidly changing and growing, there is 46 
great diversity among and between the companies in said industry, and there is an 47 
imperative need to anticipate, plan for, and effectively protect public convenience, 48 
health, safety and welfare while avoiding the erection of barriers that prohibit 49 
competition. 50 

51 
(b) Scope. This article shall apply to all persons, companies, or other legal entities52 

engaged in the activities defined in, regulated by, or requiring a license pursuant to 53 
this article. 54 

55 
(c) Preemption. No provision of this article shall apply to any circumstance in which56 

such application shall be unlawful under valid superseding federal or state law and 57 
furthermore, if any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this 58 
chapter is now or in the future superseded or preempted by state or federal law or 59 
found by a court of competent jurisdiction to be unauthorized, such provision shall be 60 
automatically interpreted and applied as required by valid law. 61 

62 
Sec. 98-347. Definitions. 63 

64 
(a) The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the65 

meaning given them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 66 
different meaning: 67 

68 
(1) Applicant means any person that applies for a license under this article.69 

70 
(2) Deploy or Deployment means the act of a licensee placing micromobility71 

devices on right-of-way when those devices are made available for rent.72 
73 

(3) Director means the director of the Department of Public Works or his or her74 
designee.75 

76 
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(4) License means authorization granted pursuant to this article to deploy, 77 
control, or operate a micromobility device rental program within the City of 78 
Springfield. 79 

80 
(5) Licensee means any person that has been issued a license under this article81 

to operate a micromobility device rental program.82 
83 

(6) Micromobility device means any vehicle or device that is capable of84 
transporting a person at a speed not in excess of fifteen (15) miles per hour;85 
that weighs one hundred (100) pounds or less; that is thirty (30) inches or less86 
in width; that is self-propelled by a motor or engine; and that is not otherwise87 
defined by Missouri Statutes or the Springfield City Code as a motor vehicle,88 
motorcycle, or motorized bicycle. The term micromobility device includes89 
scooters, two- or three-wheeled bikes, mini-motorcycles, pocket bikes,90 
motorized skateboards, hover boards, and other similar devices. The term91 
micromobility device does not include any device that is designed to carry92 
more than one passenger, is greater than one hundred (100) pounds in93 
weight, is greater than thirty (30) inches in width, or may be propelled at94 
speeds greater than fifteen (15) miles per hour.95 

96 
(7) Micromobility device rental program or rental program means any program,97 

service, or system which provides short-term rentals of micromobility devices98 
for use on right-of-way. This term shall not apply to any program, service, or99 
system which provides short-term rentals of micromobility devices that are not100 
capable of being vended or rented from city right-of-way.101 

102 
(8) Park or Parking means the stopping or standing of a vehicle, whether103 

occupied or not, except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or104 
in compliance with the directions of a police officer or traffic-control sign or105 
signal.106 

107 
(9) Person means any natural or corporate person, business association or108 

business entity, including but not limited to a corporation, a partnership, a sole109 
proprietorship, or any other legal entity.110 

111 
(10) Right-of-way means generally public property vested in the City in trust for the112 

citizens and devoted to access and use by the public, including the area on, 113 
below, or above streets, alleys, roads, and sidewalks. 114 

115 
(11) Storage areas shall mean designated locations on the right-of-way where116 

micromobility devices available for rental as part of a rental program are 117 
deployed by the licensee and/or parked by a rider. Storage areas may be 118 
physically designated by the city with appropriate signs or markings, or 119 
designated in any cooperative agreement between the city and an applicant 120 
or licensee. 121 

122 
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Sec. 98-348. License required to operate any micromobility device rental program. 123 
124 

(a) No person shall operate a micromobility device rental program within the city without125 
a valid license issued under this article. 126 

127 
(b) No person operating a micromobility device rental program shall deploy, park, or128 

store a micromobility device associated with a rental program, or allow any other 129 
person to deploy, park, or store such a device in a storage area or dock located on 130 
city right-of-way without an encroachment license issued in accordance with section 131 
98-323.132 

133 
(c) The director is hereby authorized to issue a license allowing a person to operate a134 

micromobility device rental program in accordance with the requirements of this 135 
article. 136 

137 
Sec. 98-349. Micromobility device rental program license. 138 

139 
(a) Any person who desires to operate a micromobility device rental program within the140 

City of Springfield shall first make application to the director for a micromobility 141 
device rental program license. Applications for a license shall be submitted on forms 142 
approved by the director, and shall include the following: 143 

144 
(1) The form of business of the applicant;145 

146 
(2) The location, nature, and size of any fixed facilities to be used in the operation147 

of the rental program; 148 
149 

(3) The name of the person designated by the applicant to receive any future150 
notices sent by the city to the licensee, and that person’s contact information, 151 
including mailing address, telephone number, and email or other electronic 152 
address; 153 

154 
(4) Documentary evidence that the applicant carries sufficient insurance as155 

required by this article; 156 
157 

(5) The number and type of micromobility devices to be operated;158 
159 

(6) The proposed locations, areas, or geographic limits of operations;160 
161 

(7) A business plan demonstrating the means by which the applicant intends to162 
fulfill the requirements of this article to the satisfaction of the director. 163 

(8) Plans, specifications, drawings and other information as required by the164 
director of public works; and 165 

(9) An agreement that the applicant, and the applicant's grantees, successors166 
and assigns, shall defend, indemnify and hold the city harmless from all 167 
claims of personal injury or property damage arising from deployment, use, 168 
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parking, or storage of micromobility devices associated with the applicant’s 169 
proposed rental program. 170 

171 
(b) The city shall collect an application fee for the purpose of recovering the172 

administrative costs associated with processing applications. The applicant shall pay 173 
the applicable fee at the time of application. Such fees shall be established in a 174 
schedule adopted by ordinance from time to time. 175 

176 
(c) No license shall be issued under this article until the applicant has paid a fee for177 

each micromobility device that may be deployed or parked in city right-of-way to 178 
recover the reasonable cost of licensing, monitoring, and enforcement required 179 
under this article. Said fee shall be in such amount as established by ordinance from 180 
time to time and shall initially be set at $25.00 per micromobility device and shall be 181 
paid in addition to any other fees required by this or any other applicable provisions 182 
of City Code. 183 

184 
(d) The issuance of a license under this article shall not relieve any applicant or licensee185 

of the obligation to obtain other permits or licenses required by City Code, including, 186 
but not limited to, an encroachment license under section 98-323. 187 

188 
(e) A micromobility device rental program license expires one year from the date it is189 

issued. 190 
191 

Sec. 98-350. Criteria for issuance of a license. 192 
193 

(a) The director shall investigate the application for a micromobility device rental194 
program and shall issue the license if the director finds that all of the following 195 
conditions is met: 196 

197 
(1) The application appears to be truthful, complete, and accurate;198 

199 
(2) Applicant is current in the payment of all taxes, fees, and other amounts due200 

to the city on any account, for any purpose; 201 
202 

(3) The application is accompanied by the required fee;203 
204 

(4) Applicant has provided the director with a local designated agent who can205 
respond twenty-four (24) hours a day, seven (7) days a week to requests from 206 
the director, emergencies, or other issues; and 207 

208 
(5) The business plan submitted by the applicant demonstrates to the director’s209 

satisfaction that the applicant is able to meet all requirements of this article 210 
and has rules, regulations, methods, or processes that will prevent applicant’s 211 
micromobility devices from becoming a nuisance or impacting public health, 212 
safety or welfare. 213 

214 
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(b) The director or a designee is authorized to make inspections of any of a 215 
micromobility device rental program’s micromobility devices at reasonable times and 216 
hours of an day for the purpose of determining whether such devices comply with 217 
the provisions of this article.  218 

219 
Sec. 98-351. Operational requirements of micromobility devices associated with a rental 220 

program. 221 
222 

(a) All micromobility device rental programs in operation in the city must meet the223 
following requirements: 224 

225 
(1) Each micromobility device permitted under this article must display the226 

licensee’s logo, a unique identification number, and the licensee’s contact 227 
information in a form approved by the director; 228 

229 
(2) Micromobility devices shall not display third party advertising;230 

231 
(3) Micromobility devices shall meet all requirements of local, state, and federal232 

law; 233 
234 

(4) Micromobility devices must be well maintained and in good riding condition;235 
236 

(5) Micromobility devices must be equipped with a governor capable of limiting its237 
rate of speed in geographic areas as specified by the director; 238 

239 
(6) Each micromobility device permitted under this article must be equipped with240 

global positioning system technology allowing for geofencing to comply with 241 
time and location restrictions imposed in accordance with this article or 242 
Section 106-6; 243 

244 
(7) A licensee shall maintain a service number posted on each micromobility245 

device for customers and citizens to report safety concerns, make complains, 246 
ask questions, or request a micromobility device be relocated; 247 

248 
(8) A licensee shall provide the director with contact information for any person249 

authorized to collect, deploy, locate, or relocate the licensee’s micromobility 250 
devices; 251 

252 
(9) A licensee’s mobile application or other rental documentation shall notify its253 

customers of applicable rules and regulations under this City Code applicable 254 
to the user of micromobility devices, including, but not limited to, the following: 255 

256 
a. Protective headgear shall be worn in accordance with Section 106-514;257 
b. Micromobility devices must be parked legally and properly;258 
c. Micromobility devices may not be ridden on sidewalks within a business259 

district per Section 106-511; and260 
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d. Micromobility device riders must yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian 261 
per Section 106-511. 262 

263 
(10) A licensee shall remove any inoperable micromobility device, or a264 

micromobility device that is not safe to operate, from the right-of-way within 265 
24 hours of notice from the director. Any micromobility device removed from 266 
the right-of-way in accordance with this provision must be repaired before it is 267 
returned to service.  268 

269 
(b) All micromobility device rental programs in operation in the city shall deploy or park270 

micromobility devices in accordance with the following requirements: 271 
272 

(1) No personal property, fixtures, or structures may be placed or attached to the273 
right-of-way without first obtaining an encroachment license as required by 274 
City Code; 275 

276 
(2) Micromobility devices may not be deployed outside of storage areas as277 

defined in this article except as otherwise allowed by the director; 278 
279 

(3) Micromobility devices may only be deployed on private property with the280 
permission of the property owner; 281 

282 
(4) Micromobility devices may only be deployed between the hours of 6:00 a.m.283 

and 10 p.m. local time; 284 
285 

(5) Micromobility device rental programs shall cease operations by 10 p.m. local286 
time unless otherwise approved by the director, and shall relocate 287 
micromobility devices on city right-of-way to approved storage areas; 288 

289 
(6) Micromobility devices may not be deployed on a sidewalk in a manner that290 

would impede normal and reasonable pedestrian traffic, interfere with access 291 
to abutting property, or that violates the requirements of the Americans with 292 
Disabilities Act; 293 

294 
(7) Micromobility devices may not be deployed on a street in a manner that would295 

impede vehicular traffic or would impose a threat to public safety; 296 
297 

(8) Micromobility devices may not be deployed or parked in a manner that298 
creates a nuisance or poses a threat to public safety or security; 299 

300 
(9) A licensee shall remove any inoperable micromobility device, or a301 

micromobility device that is not safe to operate, from the right-of-way within 302 
24 hours of notice from the director. Any micromobility device removed from 303 
the right-of-way in accordance with this provision must be repaired before it is 304 
returned to service; and 305 

306 
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(10) Micromobility devices that are parked in an incorrect manner must be 307 
redeployed or removed by the licensee within two hours of receiving notice 308 
from the director between 6:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 309 

310 
Sec. 98-352. Responsibilities of a micromobility device rental program. 311 

312 
(a) All micromobility device rental programs shall abide by the following requirements:313 

314 
(1) That the licensee and the licensee's grantees, successors and assigns, shall315 

carry at all times adequate public liability insurance with limits up to or in 316 
excess of the limits set forth in RSMo 537.610, and provide for insurance to 317 
continue after the license is revoked or terminated for any reason for a 318 
sufficient period of time to protect the city from claims not yet filed, in all cases 319 
the city shall be named as an additional insured;  320 

321 
(2) That the licensee, and the licensee's grantees, successors and assigns, will322 

operate the rental program in a safe and prudent manner; 323 
324 

(3) That the licensee shall deploy any micromobility devices in only those storage325 
areas identified in the agreement; 326 

327 
(4) That the licensee shall take reasonable steps to prevent any bicycles or328 

micromobility devices from becoming a nuisance or impacting public health, 329 
safety or welfare; 330 

331 
(5) That the licensee shall be solely responsible for recovering any micromobility332 

devices abandoned, misplaced, or improperly deployed or parked, and in the 333 
event the city impounds any such micromobility devices, pay any costs 334 
associated therewith, including, but not limited to, charges and fees as 335 
determined by the director of public works to recover costs associated with 336 
impounding any such micromobility device; 337 

338 
(6) That the licensee shall be solely responsible for any injury or damage caused339 

by any micromobility devices used in connection with licensee's micromobility 340 
device rental program;  341 

342 
(7) That the number of micromobility devices that may be deployed in the right-343 

of-way by the licensee shall initially be limited to twenty (20) micromobility 344 
devices, or a greater number if the director determines great numbers of 345 
devices would not create a nuisance or impact public health, safety or 346 
welfare. Such limit may be increased after sixty (60) days upon the director’s 347 
determination that the applicant’s micromobility devices have not impeded 348 
vehicular or pedestrian traffic while not in use, have not diminished the 349 
aesthetic quality of the city, and have not otherwise created a nuisance or 350 
endangered the public health, safety and welfare of the community; 351 

352 
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(8) That the placement of any logos or sponsorship information shall comply with 353 
all applicable federal, state, and local regulations and shall not be used as a 354 
public forum for public debate; and 355 

356 
(9) That the placement of any logos or sponsorship information may be limited to357 

certain areas of the micromobility devices or storage areas, and that the 358 
available area in which a logo or any sponsorship information may be placed 359 
may be limited so as to address the public safety concerns inherent with 360 
signs, logos, and decals placed near streets and the traveling public..  361 

362 
Sec. 98-353. Data Sharing. 363 

364 
(a) A licensee shall cooperate with the city in the collection and analysis of trip and365 

ridership data, including but not limited to, trip distance, trip time, trip start and end 366 
locations, and any other data available concerning its operations, and shall supply 367 
the director of such data in a format acceptable to the city no less than once a 368 
month.  369 

370 
(b) A licensee shall provide live data to the city if technologically feasible.371 

372 
(c) A licensee shall provide other reports at the director’s request.373 

374 
Sec. 98-354. Signage and markings. 375 

376 
Any micromobility device associated with a rental program shall be labeled as such 377 

in a manner approved by the director of public works, and shall include a minimum the 378 
licensee’s contact information, vehicle identification number, and logo. 379 

380 
Sec. 98-355. License denial, suspension, and revocation. 381 

382 
(a) The director shall not issue any license if the applicant:383 

384 
(1) Intentionally or knowingly makes a false statement as to a material matter in385 

the application for a license; or 386 
(2) Has had a micromobility device rental program license revoked within two387 

years of the date of application. 388 
389 

(b) If the director determines that a license should be denied, the director shall notify the390 
applicant or operator in writing that the application is denied and include in the notice 391 
the specific reason or reasons for denial. 392 

393 
(c) The director may suspend a micromobility device rental program license if the394 

director determines that the licensee failed to comply with the requirements of this 395 
article, including but not limited to a request issued by the director to redeploy or 396 
remove a micromobility device within the time specified. Suspension not affect the 397 
expiration date of the license. 398 
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399 
(d) The director shall revoke a micromobility device rental program license if the director400 

determines that the licensee has: 401 
402 

(1) Made a false statement as to a material matter in the license application;403 
404 

(2) Failed to comply with the requirements of this article and thereby created a405 
nuisance or endangered the public health, safety and welfare of the 406 
community; 407 

408 
(3) failed to maintain insurance required by this article;409 

410 
(4) operated micromobility devices that were not authorized by the license; or411 

412 
(5) failed to pay a fee required by this article.413 

414 
(e) Any licensee whose micromobility device rental program license has been revoked415 

shall not be eligible to apply or receive another such license for a period of two 416 
years.  417 

418 
Sec. 98-356. Impounding authorized. 419 

420 
(a) Any micromobility device associated with a rental program may be impounded by421 

any police officer or by any city employee authorized to do so by the director if: 422 
423 

(1) The micromobility device was illegally parked in violation of section 106-510;424 
425 

(2) The micromobility device was unattended and blocking pedestrian or vehicle426 
traffic, or otherwise compromising public safety; or 427 

428 
(3) The micromobility device is operated as part of an unlicensed micromobility429 

device rental program, in violation of a micromobility device rental program 430 
license, or in violation of a cooperative agreement under this article. 431 

432 
(b) Where no emergency conditions exist or where traffic is not impeded, a warning may433 

be issued with instructions to remove the micromobility device within twenty-four (24) 434 
hours of said warning.  435 

436 
(c) Within five (5) business days of impoundment, the city shall provide notice by437 

electronic or U.S. mail to the owner of the micromobility device as disclosed by 438 
contact information attached to the micromobility device. Notice need not be sent if 439 
the micromobility device is redeemed prior to submission of the notice, or if the city 440 
is unable to readily identify the owner. 441 

442 
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(d) All micromobility devices impounded under this section shall be subject to an 443 
impoundment fee sufficient to offset the city’s costs of enforcement and storage for 444 
each micromobility device. 445 

446 
(e) Any micromobility device that remains unclaimed with the city for thirty (30) days is447 

subject to sale in accordance with Section 13-3.311 in the city’s purchasing manual, 448 
as amended. 449 

450 
Sec. 98-357. Enforcement. 451 

452 
(a) Any micromobility device associated with a rental program that is found illegally453 

parked, left unattended on right-of-way outside storage areas in excess of fifteen 454 
(15) minutes, or otherwise in violation of the terms of any license or agreement, shall455 
be subject to impoundment by the city in accordance with section 98-353. 456 

457 
(b) The director may revoke a micromobility device rental program license if the licensee458 

has failed to comply with any requirements of this article or any applicable rental 459 
program license provision.  460 

461 
Sec. 98-358. Authority to prescribe additional regulations. 462 

463 
The director shall have the power to promulgate regulations as may be necessary 464 

and feasible for carrying out the intent of this article and the duties of the director under 465 
this article, provided such regulations are not inconsistent with the provisions of this 466 
article. 467 

468 
Sec. 98-359. Appeal of director’s decision. 469 

470 
(a) An applicant or licensee who is aggrieved by a decision or determination of the471 

director of public works under this article shall have the right to appeal the director’s 472 
decision in a hearing before an administrative hearing officer if a written request for a 473 
hearing is filed with the director within ten days of the decision or determination. 474 

475 
Section 2 – Springfield City Code, Chapter 98, ‘Streets, Sidewalks and Public 476 

Places,’ Article VII, ‘Encroachments on City Property,’ is hereby amended as follows: 477 
478 

NOTE: Language to be added is underlined, and language to be deleted is stricken. 479 
480 

Sec. 98-323. Certain encroachments authorized by the director of public works - 481 
Procedures related thereto. 482 

483 
(a) The director of public works is hereby authorized to allow, on, in, or over a484 

public street, public sidewalk or public right-of-way, pursuant to this section, the 485 
following types of encroachments: awnings, canopies, planters, street furniture, 486 
sidewalk cafes, projecting signs, and bicycle storage areas or docks associated with a 487 
bicycle share or micromobility device rental program. Storage areas or docks shall 488 
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mean designated locations on the city right-of-way where bicycles or micromobility 489 
devices are available for rental or use by a person other than the owner. 490 

491 
(b) Any person who desires to construct, install or place an encroachment provided492 

for in subsection (a) on, in, or over a public street, public sidewalk or public right-of-way, 493 
shall first make application to the director of public works for an encroachment permit 494 
and license, provided that the requested encroachment shall abut land owned or leased 495 
by the applicant unless the requested encroachment is a storage area or bicycle dock 496 
associated with a bicycle share or micromobility device rental program. Applications for 497 
a permit and license shall be submitted on forms approved by the director of public 498 
works and shall include the following: 499 

500 
(1) The location, nature, size and purpose of the proposed encroachment.501 

502 
(2) Plans, specifications, drawings and other information as required by the503 

director of public works.504 
505 

(3) Detailed information as to any signage and markings that will be applied to506 
the proposed encroachment.507 

508 
(4) An application fee according to the approved fee schedule filed with the city509 

clerk. If the proposed encroachment is for a sidewalk cafe intended to510 
operate on a temporary basis while restaurants are, by ordinance,511 
emergency declaration, or other law, required to maintain physical512 
distancing between patrons or prohibited from seating patrons at counters513 
due to the 2019 novel coronavirus, no application fee shall be required. Any514 
such sidewalk cafe for which no application permit fee is paid shall be515 
removed no later than seven days after restaurants are permitted to seat516 
patrons at counters and are no longer required to maintain physical517 
distancing between patrons due to the 2019 novel coronavirus. Upon518 
removal, any sidewalk, parking area, or other public right-of-way shall be519 
restored to its previous use as a sidewalk, parking area, or other public520 
right-of-way.521 

An encroachment permit or license may be issued pursuant to this section only 522 
after demonstrated consideration has been given to any city "Encroachment Design 523 
Guidelines" which are on file in the office of the director of public works. 524 

525 
(c) If the application is approved, the applicant may be issued an encroachment526 

permit from the director of public works provided the applicant enters into an 527 
encroachment license agreement with the city as set forth in section 98-325. 528 

(d) The cost of the encroachment permit shall be equal to the minimum building529 
permit fee as found in the fee schedule on file with the office of the city clerk provided 530 
that no permit fee shall be required if the encroachment request is included within 531 
another project that requires a building permit. If the proposed encroachment is for a 532 
sidewalk cafe and no application fee was required under subsection (b)(4), no permit 533 
fee shall be required. 534 
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535 
Sec. 98-324. Authority of director of public works to enter into encroachment 536 

license agreement with applicant. 537 
538 

(a) Issuance of licenses for encroachments authorized in section 98-323. The539 
director of public works is authorized to enter into an encroachment license540 
agreement with the applicant to install and maintain the encroachments541 
authorized by section 98-323 on a form approved by the city attorney's office542 
subject to the terms and conditions set forth in this article, upon the director's543 
determination that:544 

545 
(1) The proposed encroachment is not likely to create a dangerous condition546 

upon public or private property;547 
548 

(2) The proposed encroachment will not materially interfere with the use of549 
public or adjacent private property;550 

551 
(3) The proposed encroachment meets all applicable codes and ordinances of552 

the city;553 
554 

(4) The applicant has demonstrated a reasonable need for the proposed555 
encroachment;556 

557 
(5) The proposed encroachment is consistent with the aesthetic character of558 

the adjacent neighborhood and does not create a nuisance or endanger the559 
public health, safety and welfare of the community;560 

561 
(6) The placement or use of the proposed encroachment does not violate any562 

other provision of city, state or federal law or regulation;563 
564 

(7) The proposed encroachment conforms with all applicable city plans and565 
policies of the city;566 

567 
(8) The proposed encroachment complies with any guidelines for568 

encroachments on file with the director of public works;569 
570 

(9) The director of public works does not object to the proposed encroachment;571 
and572 

(10) With respect to a sidewalk cafe, the proposed location is within an area573 
approved for sidewalk cafes by the planning and zoning commission; and574 

575 
(11) No bicycle dock shall be placed within 800 feet of another bicycle dock576 

which is authorized to be placed on the right-of-way pursuant to this577 
section. Such distance shall be measured linearly along street center lines578 
as measured from the nearest points of each bicycle dock and using the579 
most direct route.580 
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581 
(b) No license shall be issued for any encroachments associated with a582 

micromobility device rental program until the applicant and city are parties to 583 
an executed cooperative agreement to regulate the placement and 584 
management of said micromobility devices, including the location of areas to 585 
be identified as micromobility device docks or storage areas.  586 

587 
(c) No license shall be issued for any encroachment associated with a588 

micromobility device rental program unless all micromobility devices available 589 
for rental are labeled as such in a manner as approved by the director of public 590 
works. 591 

592 
(db)   No license shall be issued for a bicycle dock any encroachment associated 593 

with a bicycle share or micromobility device rental program under this article 594 
until the applicant has paid a $250.00 license fee for each bicycle dock or 595 
storage area to be placed on the right-of-way for the privilege of utilizing said 596 
right-of-way. If an applicant is a duly registered not for profit entity, then such 597 
license fee shall be $50.00 for each dock or storage area. No license fee shall 598 
be charged for duly registered not for profit entities until a year after the 599 
effective date of the ordinance from which this subsection derives. 600 

601 
(e) No license shall be issued for any encroachment associated with a602 

micromobility device rental program until the applicant has paid a fee for each 603 
micromobility device to be placed in right-of-way to recover the reasonable 604 
cost of licensing, monitoring, and enforcement required under this article. Said 605 
fee shall be in such amount as established by ordinance from time to time, and 606 
shall initially be set at $25.00 per micromobility device.  607 

608 
(fc)   License required for pre-existing freestanding awnings, freestanding canopies, 609 

planters, street furniture or sidewalk cafes. Any freestanding awning, 610 
freestanding canopy, planter, street furniture or sidewalk cafe existing on, in, 611 
or over any public street, public sidewalk or public right-of-way at the time of 612 
the passage of this section shall be removed within 90 days of the effective 613 
date of this section if an encroachment license has not been obtained by the 614 
abutting property owner in that time. All such existing freestanding awnings, 615 
freestanding canopies, planters, street furniture or sidewalk cafes shall meet 616 
all requirements of this article before being authorized to remain in place by 617 
the issuance of an encroachment license. Failure to obtain an encroachment 618 
license may result in the city removing such freestanding awning, freestanding 619 
canopy, planter, street furniture or sidewalk cafe in the manner set forth in 620 
section 98-326, or obtaining an administrative or court order for its removal by 621 
the abutting landowner.  622 

623 
Sec. 98-325. Terms and conditions of an encroachment license agreement. 624 

625 
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(a) An encroachment license agreement to construct and maintain, or retain, an626 
encroachment authorized by section 98-323 shall be in a form approved by the627 
city attorney, and shall be signed by either the applicant and/or building owner if628 
the building owner wants to have an interest in such license. The license629 
agreement may be recorded by the city in the office of the recorder of deeds of630 
Greene County, Missouri. The license agreement shall include provisions631 
requiring:632 

633 
(1) That the license to maintain the encroachment is revocable by the city upon634 

reasonable written notice to the encroaching licensee;635 
636 

(2) That the licensee, and the licensee's grantees, successors and assigns,637 
shall defend, indemnify and hold the city harmless from all claims of638 
personal injury or property damage arising from construction, location and639 
maintenance of the encroachment;640 

641 
(3) That the licensee and the licensee's grantees, successors and assigns,642 

shall carry at all times adequate public liability insurance with limits up to or643 
in excess of the limits set forth in RSMo 537.610, except that when the644 
encroachment in question is a projecting sign, awning, or canopy, or the645 
encroachment in question is a sidewalk cafe intended to operate on a646 
temporary basis during the mayor's declaration of civil emergency and for647 
which no permit fee was paid, the limits required shall be reduced to up to648 
or in excess of $1,000,000.00, and provide for insurance to continue after649 
the license is revoked or terminated for any reason for a sufficient period of650 
time to protect the city from claims not yet filed, in all cases the city shall be651 
named as an additional insured;652 

653 
(4) That the licensee, and the licensee's grantees, successors and assigns,654 

will maintain the encroachment in a safe and presentable condition;655 
656 

(5) That the licensee and the licensee's grantees, successors and assigns,657 
grant an irrevocable license to the city to enter upon the abutting property658 
as may be necessary to remove the encroachment at the costs of such659 
licensee;660 

661 
(6) That the licensee, the licensee's grantees, successors and assigns, shall662 

be required to remove the encroachment from the public right-of-way upon663 
receipt of written notice from the city to do so, within the time specified in664 
the notice and at no cost to the city; and665 

666 
(7) That the license terminates upon transfer of the abutting property to a new667 

owner within 30 days, provided that the obligation to indemnify and insure668 
on behalf of the city shall survive and continue to run with the land until the669 
encroachment and all parts thereof have been removed or a new license670 
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with adequate insurance and indemnification guarantees are provided to 671 
the city;  672 

673 
(8) That the license shall be recordable in the land records of the Greene674 

County recorder's office; and675 
676 

(9) Such other terms and conditions as adjudged by the director of public677 
works or the city attorney as necessary in the public interest.678 

679 
(b) In addition to the requirements of subsection (a), any proposed bicycle dock680 

encroachment, for a storage area or dock associated with a bicycle share or681 
micromobility device rental program shall not be permitted or allowed unless682 
the applicant and city are parties to an existing cooperative agreement to683 
regulate the placement and management of any approved bicycle storage684 
areas or docks associated with a bicycle share or micromobility device rental685 
program. The director of public works is hereby authorized to enter into such686 
cooperative agreements so long as said cooperative agreement is consistent687 
with this article. Such cooperative agreement shall include, at least the688 
following terms:689 

690 
(1) That any encroachment permit for the placement of any of the applicant's691 

bicycle docks storage areas or docks may be revoked upon breach of any692 
of the terms of the agreement;693 

694 
(2) That the applicant shall place any bicycles or micromobility devices in only695 

those docks or storage areas identified in the agreement; 696 
697 

(3) That the applicant shall take reasonable steps to prevent any bicycles or698 
micromobility devices from becoming a nuisance; 699 

(24) That the applicant shall be solely responsible for recovering any bicycles700 
or micromobility devices abandoned or misplaced and any costs701 
associated therewith, including, but not limited to, charges and fees as702 
determined by the director of public works to recover costs associated with703 
impounding any bicycle or micromobility device that is improperly parked,704 
docked, or placed on or in the right-of-way;705 

706 
(35) That the applicant shall be solely responsible for any injury or damage707 

caused by any bicycles or micromobility devices used in connection with708 
applicant's bicycle docks share or micromobility device rental program;709 

710 
(6) That the number of micromobility devices that may be placed in the right-711 

of-way by the applicant shall initially be limited to twenty (20) 712 
micromobility devices, or a greater number if the director determines 713 
great numbers of devices would not create a nuisance or impact public 714 
health, safety or welfare. Such limit may be increased after sixty (60) 715 
days upon the director’s determination that the applicant’s micromobility 716 
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devices have not impeded vehicular or pedestrian traffic while not in use, 717 
have not diminished the aesthetic quality of the city, and have not 718 
otherwise created a nuisance or endangered the public health, safety and 719 
welfare of the community; 720 

721 
(47) That the placement of any logos or sponsorship information, shall comply722 

with all applicable federal, state, and local regulations and shall not be723 
used as a public forum for public debate;724 

725 
(58) That the placement of any logos or sponsorship information may be726 

limited to certain areas of the bicycle docks, micromobility devices, or727 
micromobility device docks or storage areas, and that the available area in728 
which a logo or any sponsorship information may be placed may be729 
limited so as to address the public safety concerns inherent with signs,730 
logos, and decals placed near streets and the traveling public;731 

732 
(69) That the term of any cooperative agreement shall be limited to not more733 

than one year; and734 
735 

(710) Such other terms and conditions as adjudged by the director of public736 
works as necessary to comply with the intent of this article.737 

738 
Sec. 98-329. Signage and markings. 739 

740 
(a) The identification of the location of a place of business, neighborhood,741 

subdivision, or use of a logo, on an encroachment permitted by this article,742 
which is attached to or immediately adjacent to the place of business,743 
neighborhood or subdivision shall not be deemed to be advertising within the744 
meaning of section 98-7.745 

746 
Any bicycle dock, micromobility device, or micromobility device dock or storage747 
area may contain the logo and name of any sponsors of the bicycle dock,748 
micromobility device, or micromobility device dock or storage area even though749 
said bicycle dock, micromobility device, or micromobility device dock or storage750 
area may not be attached to or immediately adjacent to the place of business,751 
neighborhood or subdivision who is sponsoring the bicycle dock, micromobility752 
device, or micromobility device dock or storage area. The logo or name753 
referenced herein shall comply with the remaining provisions of this section.754 

755 
(b) Awnings and canopies are permitted to have identifying markings and only the756 

name of the business and/or business logo and the street address are757 
permitted to be applied to the awning or canopy, all in substantial conformance758 
to the city encroachment design guidelines.759 

760 
(c) In general, all signage and markings, on all encroachments, should be limited761 

to the identification of the business, neighborhood, or subdivision and must be762 
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approved by the director of building development services as part of the 763 
application process.  764 

765 
(d) It shall be unlawful for any encroachment to be marked in any manner except766 

as prescribed in this article.767 
768 

Sec. 98-330. Appeal of director’s decision. 769 
770 

(b) Any person who is aggrieved by a decision or determination of the director of public771 
works under this article for an encroachment other than micromobility devices or 772 
micromobility device docks or storage areas shall have the right to appeal the 773 
director's decision to the planning and zoning commission by filing a request for such 774 
an appeal with the director of building development services and with the secretary 775 
of the planning and zoning commission within 30 days of the denial.  An applicant or 776 
licensee who is aggrieved by a decision or determination of the director of public 777 
works under this article shall have the right to appeal the director’s decision in a 778 
hearing before an administrative hearing officer if a written request for a hearing is 779 
filed with the director within ten days of the decision or determination. 780 

781 
Section 3 – Springfield City Code, Chapter 106, ‘Traffic and Vehicles,’ Article I, 782 

‘In General,’ is hereby amended as follows: 783 
784 

NOTE: Language to be added is underlined, and language to be deleted is stricken. 785 
786 

Sec. 106-1. Definitions. 787 
788 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the 789 
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 790 
different meaning: 791 

792 
Alley means a public way which extends only secondary means of access to 793 

abutting property, without address or frontage. 794 
795 

Crosswalk includes: 796 
797 

(1) That part of a roadway at any intersection included within the lateral lines of a798 
roadway and property lines.799 

800 
(2) Any portion of a roadway at an intersection or elsewhere distinctly indicated for801 

pedestrian crossing by marked lines on the surface, ramps or signs.802 
803 

Curb loading zone: A space adjacent to a curb reserved for the exclusive use of 804 
vehicles during the loading or unloading of passengers or materials. 805 

806 
Emergency vehicle means a vehicle publicly owned as an ambulance, or vehicle 807 

public owned and operated by the state highway patrol, police department or fire 808 
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department, sheriff or deputy sheriff, traffic officer or coroner, or Springfield-Greene 809 
County Office of Emergency Management, or any privately owned vehicle operated as 810 
an ambulance responding to an emergency call; or any privately owned wrecker or tow 811 
truck; or a vehicle owned and operated by a public utility or public service corporation 812 
while performing emergency service. 813 

814 
Handicapped parking control officer (“HPCO”) means a citizen volunteer 815 

recommended by the chief of police and appointed by the city manager to perform 816 
limited enforcement duties of the handicapped parking ordinances and building 817 
regulations pertinent to handicapped parking. 818 

819 
Intersection: Such terms shall include: 820 

821 
(1) the area embraced within the prolongation or connection of the lateral curblines,822 

or, if none, then the lateral boundary lines of the roadways of the two (2)823 
highways which join one another at or approximately at right angles, or the area824 
within which vehicles traveling upon different highways, joining at any other angle825 
may come in conflict;826 

827 
(2) where a highway includes two (2) roadways thirty (30) feet or more apart, then828 

every crossing of each roadway of such divided highway by an intersecting829 
highway shall be regarded as a separate intersection. In the event such830 
intersecting highway also includes two (2) roadways thirty (30) or more feet831 
apart, then every crossing of two (2) roadways of such highways shall be832 
regarded as a separate intersection.833 

834 
Jefferson Avenue Footbridge Plaza means all of the right-of-way of Jefferson 835 

Avenue lying north of Commercial Street, south of the Burlington-Northern Railroad 836 
Right-of-way and east of Public Parking Lot No. 11 as currently constructed. 837 

838 
Micromobility device means any vehicle or device that is capable of transporting a 839 

person at a speed not in excess of fifteen (15) miles per hour; that weighs one hundred 840 
(100) pounds or less; that is thirty (30) inches or less in width; that is self-propelled by a841 
motor or engine; and that is not otherwise defined by Missouri Statutes or the 842 
Springfield City Code as a motor vehicle, motorcycle, or motorized bicycle. The term 843 
micromobility device includes scooters, two- or three-wheeled bikes, mini-motorcycles, 844 
pocket bikes, motorized skateboards, hover boards, and other similar devices. The term 845 
micromobility device does not include any device that is designed to carry more than 846 
one passenger, is greater than one hundred (100) pounds in weight, is greater than 847 
thirty (30) inches in width, or may be propelled at speeds greater than fifteen (15) miles 848 
per hour. 849 

850 
Motorized play vehicle includes mini-motorcycles, pocket bikes, and any other 851 

vehicle that is capable of transporting a person or persons at a speed in excess of five 852 
(5) miles per hour; that is self propelled by a motor or engine and that is not otherwise853 
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defined by Missouri Statutes or the Springfield City Code as a motor vehicle, 854 
motorcycle, or motorized bicycle. 855 

856 
Motorized bicycle means any two-wheeled or three-wheeled device having an 857 

automatic transmission and a motor with a cylinder capacity of not more than fifty cubic 858 
centimeters, which produces less than three gross brake horsepower, and is capable of 859 
propelling the device at a maximum speed of not more than thirty miles per hour on 860 
level ground, but excluding a micromobility device. 861 

862 
Motorized skateboard means any vehicle not having a seat or saddle for the use of 863 

the rider, designed to travel on not more than three wheels, and not capable of 864 
propelling the vehicle at a speed greater than 30 miles per hour on level ground. 865 

866 
Parking means the standing of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, otherwise than 867 

temporarily for the purpose of and while actually engaged in loading or unloading. 868 
869 

Parkway means that portion of the roadway between the curbline and the property 870 
line. 871 

872 
Restricted micromobility parking area is an area with the following boundaries: A line 873 

beginning at the northeast corner of Commercial Street and Main Avenue, then east 874 
along the north right of way line of Commercial Street to Washington Avenue, then 875 
south to the southern right-of-way line of Pacific Street, then west to the eastern right-of-876 
way line of Boonville Avenue, then south to the northern right-of-way line of Water 877 
Street, then east along such right-of-way line and along the northern right-of-way line of 878 
Trafficway to the eastern right-of-way line of John Q. Hammons Parkway, then south to 879 
the southern right-of-way line of St. Louis Street, then west to the eastern right-of-way 880 
line of Kimbrough Avenue, then south to the southern right-of-way line of Elm Street, 881 
then west to the western right-of-way line of Campbell Avenue, then north to the 882 
southern right-of-way line of Walnut Street, then west to the western right-of-way line of 883 
Main Avenue, then north to the northern right-of-way line of Water Street, then east to 884 
the western right-of-way line of Boonville Avenue, then north to the southern right-of-885 
way line of Pacific Street, then west to the eastern right-of-way line of Main, then north 886 
to the point of beginning. 887 

888 
Right-of-way means: 889 

890 
(1) When used in relationship to vehicles, the privilege of the immediate use of the891 

roadway.892 
893 

(2) When used in relationship to land, that portion of land owned by the city894 
comprised of roadway and parkway.895 

896 
Roadway: That portion of a street or highway improved, designed, or ordinarily used 897 

for vehicular travel, exclusive of the shoulder. In the event a highway includes two (2) or 898 
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more separate roadways, the term "roadway," as used herein, shall refer to any such 899 
roadway separately, but not to all such roadways collectively. 900 

901 
Safety zone: The area or space officially set apart within a roadway for the exclusive 902 

use of pedestrians and which is protected or is so marked and indicated by adequate 903 
signs as to be plainly visible at all times while set apart as a safety zone. 904 

905 
School zone means that territory contiguous to and including a street or highway for 906 

a distance of two hundred (200) feet in either direction from school property. 907 
908 

Shoulder means that portion of an unimproved roadway between the edge of the 909 
roadway and the property line. 910 

911 
Sidewalk means that paved portion of the shoulder or parkway intended for the use 912 

of pedestrians. 913 
914 

Stop: Complete cessation of movement. 915 
916 

Stopping or standing: When prohibited, such terms mean any stopping or standing 917 
of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except when necessary to avoid conflict with 918 
other traffic or in compliance with the directions of a police officer or traffic-control sign 919 
or signal. 920 

921 
Street or highway: The entire width between the boundary lines of every way publicly 922 

maintained when any part thereof is opened to the use of the public for purpose of 923 
vehicular traffic, or any private street described in section 106-3. 924 

925 
Traffic control devices means all signs, signals, markings and devices, not 926 

inconsistent with this chapter, placed or erected by authority of a public body or official 927 
having jurisdiction, for the purpose of regulating, warning or guiding traffic. 928 

929 
Traffic-control signal: Any device, whether manually, electrically or mechanically 930 

operated by which traffic is alternately directed to stop and to proceed. 931 
932 

Vehicle means any mechanical device on wheels, designed primarily for use, or 933 
used, on a roadway, except motorized bicycles, every device in, upon, or by which any 934 
person or property is or may be transported or drawn upon a roadway, which requires a 935 
valid operator's license and which has a Manufacturer's Certificate of Origin (“MSO”), 936 
except devices moved by human power, devices used exclusively upon stationary rails 937 
or tracks, or any micromobility device. 938 

939 
Vehicle, commercial: Every vehicle designed, maintained, or used primarily for the 940 

transportation of property. 941 
942 

Vehicle, motor: Every vehicle which is self-propelled. 943 
944 
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Sec. 106-6. Use of Coasters, Roller Skates, Motorized Play Vehicles, Motorized 945 
Skateboards, and Similar Devices on Roadway. 946 

947 
No person upon roller skates, riding in or by means of any coaster, toy vehicle, 948 

motorized play vehicle, motorized skateboard or similar devicedevise shall go upon any 949 
roadway, except while crossing a street on a sidewalk, and when so crossing such 950 
person shall be granted all of the rights and shall be subject to all of the duties 951 
applicable to pedestrians. This section shall not apply upon any street while set aside as 952 
a play street. 953 

954 
The city traffic engineer is authorized to restrict areas of use, impose speed limits, 955 

and impose any other applicable restrictions necessary to maintain public safety and 956 
prevent nuisances resulting from bicycles, micromobility devices, or other vehicles or 957 
items used on any public rights-of-way, including but not limited to streets, alleys, trails, 958 
and sidewalks. All restrictions shall be on file with the City Clerk’s Office. 959 

960 
Sec. 106-8. Use of streets by persons in wheelchairs. 961 

962 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, a person in a wheelchair or 963 

other personal mobility device may use city streets for travel provided that the person 964 
obeys all rules of the road and there is no sidewalk or other facility available for the 965 
person's use. 966 

967 
Sec. 106-9. Operator's license required. 968 

969 
No person shall operate a motor vehicle or micromobility device upon the streets of 970 

the city unless such person shall have a valid operator's or chauffeur's license 971 
recognized under the laws of the state. Failure to exhibit an operator's or chauffeur's 972 
license upon the request of a police officer shall be prima facie evidence of a violation of 973 
this section. 974 

975 
Sec. 106-18. Authority of traffic engineer. 976 

977 
The city traffic engineer is authorized to: 978 

979 
(1) Establish crosswalks, safety zones and traffic lanes as provided in section980 

106-71.981 
982 

(2) Establish one-way streets and alleys as established in section 106-19.983 
984 

(3) Restrict the direction of movement on streets as authorized in section 106-20.985 
986 

(4) Establish load restrictions on certain streets as established in section 106-21.987 
988 

(5) Restrict certain streets to passenger vehicles only as established by section989 
106-22.990 
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(6) Prohibit commercial vehicles from using streets as authorized in section 991 
106-23.992 

993 
(7) Close certain streets to vehicular access as authorized in section 106-82.994 

995 
(8) Install traffic control devices, signs, signals and devices as authorized in996 

section 106-150.997 
(9) Limit vehicle turns at certain intersections as authorized in section 106-187998 

and section 106-188.999 
1000 

(10) Establish time limits on parking on streets as authorized in section 106-341.1001 
1002 

(11) Restrict parking as authorized in section 106-305.1003 
1004 

(12) Increase the speed limit on streets as authorized in section 106-231.1005 
1006 

(13) Designate loading zones and on-street parking spaces deemed necessary for1007 
the safe operation of a valet parking service as a valet parking zone for any time1008 
periods from the hours of 6:00 pm until 3:00 am when a location for a valet1009 
parking zone is not available on the private property of a business to be served1010 
by such service.1011 

(14) Restrict use of bicycles and micromobility devices to designated areas of use,1012 
and set speed limits for the same on all city rights-of-way as authorized in1013 
section 106-6.1014 

1015 
Sec. 106-37.1. Clinging to vehicles prohibited. 1016 

1017 
No person riding upon any micromobility device, bicycle, coaster, roller skates, sled 1018 

or toy vehicle shall attach the same or himself to any vehicle upon a roadway. 1019 
1020 

Section 4 – Springfield City Code, Chapter 106, ‘Traffic and Vehicles,’ Article VI, 1021 
‘Stopping, Standing and Parking,’ Division 10, ‘Springfield Parking System Parking 1022 
Regulations,’ is hereby amended as follows: 1023 

1024 
NOTE: Language to be added is underlined, and language to be deleted is stricken. 1025 

1026 
Sec. 106-442. Use of bicycles, micromobility devices, or similar devices in city 1027 

parking system. 1028 
1029 

(a) No person shall operate a bicycle, micromobility device, or similar device within1030 
the city parking system except to travel to and from any bike racks or lockers1031 
specifically designated for storage thereof.1032 

(b) No person shall leave or affix any bicycle, micromobility device, or similar device1033 
to any part of any parking facility within the city parking system except in a1034 
designated bike rack or locker.1035 

1036 
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(c) Any bicycle, micromobility device, or similar device left unattended outside of a1037 
bike rack or locker or left in a bike rack or locker for more than 14 consecutive1038 
days without apparent use or relocation shall be considered abandoned property1039 
and may be removed and turned over to the police department to be retained or1040 
disposed of in the manner prescribed by law.1041 

1042 
Section 5 – Springfield City Code, Chapter 106, ‘Traffic and Vehicles,’ Article VIII,1043 

‘Bicycles and Motorized Bicycles,’ is hereby amended as follows: 1044 
1045 

NOTE: Language to be added is underlined, and language to be deleted is stricken. 1046 
1047 

ARTICLE VIII. – BICYCLES, MICROMOBILITY DEVICES, AND MOTORIZED 1048 
BICYCLES 1049 

1050 
Sec. 106-502. Definitions. 1051 

1052 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the 1053 

meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 1054 
different meaning: 1055 

1056 
Bicycle lane means that portion of the roadway which is marked for the dedicated 1057 

use of bicycles. 1058 
1059 

Bicycle path means a separate right-of-way which is marked for the use of bicycles. 1060 
1061 

Bicycle route means any street which has a sign posted to indicate that it is a 1062 
bicycle route. 1063 

1064 
Sec. 106-503. Applicability of traffic regulations to persons riding bicycles or 1065 

micromobility devices. 1066 
1067 

Every person riding a bicycle or micromobility device upon a roadway shall be 1068 
granted all of the rights and shall be subject to all of the duties applicable to the driver of 1069 
a vehicle by the laws of this state declaring rules of the road applicable to vehicles or by 1070 
this Code or other traffic ordinances of this city applicable to the driver of a vehicle, 1071 
except as to special regulations in this article and except as to those provisions of laws 1072 
and ordinances which, by their nature, can have no application. 1073 

1074 
If any bicycle or micromobility device is witnessed to have violated the provisions of 1075 

this article, it shall be a rebuttable presumption that the owner of the bicycle or 1076 
micromobility device committed the violation. If the bicycle or micromobility device 1077 
involved in the violation is owned by a rental company and the bicycle or micromobility 1078 
device is rented to another person at the time of the violation, the rental company may 1079 
rebut the presumption by providing a copy of the rental agreement in effect at the time 1080 
of the violation. 1081 

1082 
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Sec. 106-504. Obedience to traffic control devices. 1083 
1084 

Any person operating a bicycle or micromobility device shall obey the instructions of 1085 
official traffic control signals, signs and other control devices applicable to vehicles, 1086 
unless otherwise directed by a police officer. Whenever authorized signs are erected 1087 
indicating that no right turn, left turn or U-turn is permitted, no person operating a bicycle 1088 
or micromobility device shall disobey the direction of any such sign, except where such 1089 
person dismounts from the bicycle or micromobility device to make any such turn, in 1090 
which event such person shall then obey the regulations applicable to pedestrians. 1091 

1092 
Sec. 106-505. Manner of riding generally. 1093 

1094 
A person shall ride or operate a bicycle or micromobility device in a careful and 1095 

prudent manner, exercising the highest degree of care, and shall operate the bicycle or 1096 
micromobility device at a rate of speed so as not to endanger the property of another or 1097 
the life or limb of any person propelling a bicycle shall not ride other than astride a 1098 
permanent and regular seat attached thereto as intended by the manufacturer of any 1099 
specific device. No bicycle or micromobility device shall be used to carry more persons 1100 
at one time than the number for which it is designed and equipped. 1101 

1102 
Sec. 106-506. Riders to keep to right side of roadway; riding abreast. 1103 

1104 
Every person operating a bicycle, motorized bicycle, or micromobility device at less 1105 

than the posted speed or slower than the flow of traffic upon a street or highway shall 1106 
ride as near to the right side of the roadway as safe, exercising due care when passing 1107 
a standing vehicle or one proceeding in the same direction, except when making a left 1108 
turn, when avoiding hazardous conditions, when the lane is too narrow to share with 1109 
another vehicle, or when on a one-way street. Bicyclists may ride abreast when not 1110 
impeding other vehicles. 1111 

1112 
Sec. 106-507. Speed. 1113 

1114 
No person shall operate a bicycle or micromobility device at a speed greater than is 1115 

reasonable and prudent under the conditions then existing. 1116 
1117 

Sec. 106-508. Emerging from alley or driveway. 1118 
1119 

The operator of a bicycle or micromobility device emerging from an alley, driveway 1120 
or building shall, upon approaching a sidewalk or the sidewalk area extending across 1121 
any alleyway, yield the right-of-way to all pedestrians approaching on such sidewalk or 1122 
sidewalk area, and upon entering the roadway shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles 1123 
approaching on such roadway. 1124 

1125 
Sec. 106-509. Carrying articles. 1126 

1127 

25 of 30



No person operating a bicycle or micromobility device shall carry any package, 1128 
bundle or article which prevents the rider from keeping at least one hand upon the 1129 
handlebars. 1130 

1131 
Sec. 106-510. Parking. 1132 

1133 
No person shall park a bicycle upon a street other than upon the roadway against 1134 

the curb or upon the sidewalk in a rack to support the bicycle or against a building or at 1135 
the curb in such manner as to afford the least obstruction to pedestrian traffic. For areas 1136 
outside a restricted micromobility parking area, no person shall park a micromobility 1137 
device upon a street other than upon the roadway against the curb, upon the sidewalk 1138 
in a rack, dock, or storage area, or against a building or at the curb in such manner as 1139 
to afford the least obstruction to pedestrian traffic. No person shall park a micromobility 1140 
device upon a street or sidewalk within a restricted micromobility parking area except in 1141 
those areas indicated with appropriate signing as a micromobility storage area or dock. 1142 

1143 
A person charged with violating this section after riding a micromobility device 1144 

operated as part of a micromobility device rental program licensed by the City may raise 1145 
as an affirmative defense that the device was parked as directed by the operator of a 1146 
micromobility device rental program. A person raising such a defense has the burden of 1147 
proving the defense by a preponderance of the evidence. 1148 

1149 
Sec. 106-511. Riding on sidewalks. 1150 

1151 
No person shall ride a bicycle or micromobility device upon a sidewalk within a 1152 

business district. Whenever any person is riding a bicycle or micromobility device upon 1153 
a sidewalk, such person shall yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian and shall give 1154 
audible signal before overtaking and passing such pedestrian. 1155 

1156 
Sec. 106-512. Riding on pedestrian overpasses. 1157 

1158 
It shall be unlawful to ride a bicycle or micromobility device upon a pedestrian 1159 

overpass. Before crossing such an overpass with a bicycle or micromobility device, the 1160 
rider shall dismount and walk the bicycle or micromobility device across the overpass. 1161 

1162 
Sec. 106-513. Brakes, lamps and reflectors. 1163 

1164 
(a) Every bicycle or micromobility device shall be equipped with brakes which will1165 

enable its driver to stop the bicycle or micromobility device within 25 feet from a1166 
speed of ten miles per hour on dry, level, clean pavement.1167 

1168 
(b) Every bicycle or micromobility device, when in use on a street or highway during1169 

the period from one-half hour after sunset to one-half hour before sunrise, shall1170 
be equipped with the following:1171 

1172 
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(1) A front-facing lamp on the front or carried by the rider, which shall emit a 1173 
white light visible at night under normal atmospheric conditions on a 1174 
straight, level, unlighted roadway at 500 feet; and 1175 

1176 
(2) A rear-facing red reflector, at least two square inches in reflective surface1177 

area, on the rear, which shall be visible at night under normal atmospheric1178 
conditions on a straight, level, unlighted roadway when viewed by a vehicle1179 
driver under the lower beams of vehicle headlights at 600 feet; and1180 

1181 
(3) Essentially colorless or amber reflectors on both the front and rear surfaces1182 

of all pedals. Each pedal reflector shall be recessed below the plane of the1183 
pedal or reflector housing. Each reflector shall be at least 0.91 square inch1184 
in projected effective reflex area, and must be visible at night under normal1185 
atmospheric conditions on a straight, level, unlighted roadway when viewed1186 
by a vehicle driver under the lawful lower beams of vehicle headlights at1187 
200 feet; and1188 

1189 
(4) Reflective material and/or lights visible on each side of the bicycle or1190 

bicyclist micromobility device and visible at night under normal atmospheric1191 
conditions on a straight, level, unlighted roadway when viewed by a vehicle1192 
driver under the lawful lower beams of vehicle headlights at 300 feet. The1193 
provisions of this subsection shall not apply to motorized bicycles which1194 
comply with National Highway Traffic and Safety Administration regulations1195 
relating to reflectors on motorized bicycles.1196 

1197 
Sec. 106-514. License required to operate motorized bicycle; passengers 1198 

prohibited when; protective headgear required; proof of financial responsibility. 1199 
1200 

(a) No person shall operate a motorized bicycle or micromobility device on any1201 
highway or street in the city unless the person has a valid license to operate a1202 
motor vehicle.1203 

1204 
(b) A person operating a motorized bicycle or micromobility device shall ride only1205 

upon the permanent and regular seat attached thereto. Such operator shall not1206 
carry any other person nor shall any other person ride on a motorized bicycle1207 
anywhere within city limits unless the motorized bicycle is designed to carry a1208 
passenger. If a motorized bicycle is designed to carry a passenger, the operator1209 
shall not carry more than one passenger.1210 

1211 
(c) Every person operating or riding on any motorized bicycle or micromobility1212 

device upon the streets of the city shall wear protective headgear at all times the1213 
motorized bicycle is in motion. The protective headgear shall meet the1214 
standards and specifications established by the state director of revenue.1215 

1216 
(d) No person shall operate any motorized bicycle upon the streets of the city1217 

without proof of financial responsibility for the motorized bicycle that is the same1218 
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as the proof required by RSMo 303.010 et seq. for motor vehicles. The operator 1219 
of a motorized bicycle shall exhibit proof of financial responsibility upon the 1220 
demand of any police officer who lawfully stops or contacts such operator while 1221 
the officer is engaged in the performance of his duties. For purposes of this 1222 
section, an insurance identification card, a liability insurance policy, a liability 1223 
insurance binder, or a receipt which contains insurance policy information as set 1224 
forth in RSMo 303.024.2 shall be satisfactory proof of financial responsibility, 1225 
provided such card, policy, binder, or receipt demonstrates coverage of the 1226 
motorized bicycle. 1227 

1228 
Section 6 – Savings Clause. Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed to 1229 

affect any suit or proceeding now pending in any court or any rights acquired or liability 1230 
nor any cause or causes of action occurred or existing, under any act or ordinance 1231 
repealed hereby. Nor shall any right or remedy of any character be lost, impaired, or 1232 
affected by this Ordinance. 1233 

1234 
Section 7 – Severability Clause. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or 1235 

phrase of this Ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid, such decision shall not 1236 
affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. City Council hereby 1237 
declares that it would have adopted the ordinance and each section, subsection, 1238 
sentence, clause, or phrase thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more 1239 
sections, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase be declared invalid. 1240 

1241 
Section 8 – This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after 1242 

passage. 1243 
1244 

Passed at meeting: 1245 
1246 
1247 
1248 

Mayor 1249 
1250 

Attest:  , City Clerk 1251 
1252 

Filed as Ordinance:  1253 
1254 
1255 

Approved as to form:  , Assistant City Attorney 1256 
1257 
1258 

Approved for Council action:  , City Manager 1259 
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EXPLANATION TO COUNCIL BILL 2022 - 

FILED: 05-24-22 

ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: Public Works 

PURPOSE: To amend Section 106, Traffic and Vehicles, and Section 98, Streets, Sidewalks 
and Public Places, of the City Code, to define Micromobility Devices in City Code, provide 
parameters for regulation of micromobility devices, and define requirements for vendors to 
operate micromobility device rental services in Springfield.  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: City Code does not define micromobility devices, more 
commonly known as e-scooters. Currently, any regulation, permitting, or enforcement of e-
scooters is an extremely grey area and not clearly defined by federal and state statutes. 
Micromobility device rentals are found in several locations throughout the United States and 
rental agencies have made clear their wish to operate E-Scooters in Springfield. In order to 
facilitate operations, permitting, and regulation, changes to the City Code are necessary. The 
proposed changes to City Code and methods for administratively managing E-Scooters was 
brought before the Plans and Polices Committee on April 21, 2022. The Committee made a 
motion to bring the proposed changes to City Code to the full City Council for consideration.  

REMARKS: Micromobility devices are generally defined as e-scooters, bicycles, or similar 
devices that can transport one passenger with the aid of an electric motor. These devices can 
add to Quality of Place, appeal to a larger demographic of people, and can be an alternate form 
of transportation when used in the right setting. However, when rented in larger volumes, 
dockless e-scooters can become a public nuisance when left in the wrong places and pose 
safety risks to riders and pedestrians when operated incorrectly and/or in the wrong locations. 
All proposed amendments to City Code in this Council Bill are intended to provide flexibility for 
administratively managing and regulating a rapidly changing industry as necessary to protect 
the interests of the Citizens of Springfield.  

Changes to Section 106 and 98 of City Code can be summarized as follows: defines 
micromobility devices in a manner that can encompass similar transportation devices in the 
future; allows the City Traffic Engineer to administratively define restrictions for micromobility 
devices such as speed limits and restricted areas; allows micromobility device rental companies 
to be permitted under previously approved City Code sections for Bike Share which includes a 
cooperative agreement to define terms of operation.  

Supports Council Priorities: 
• Quality of Place
• Economic Vitality
• Public Safety

FINANCIAL: There is no financial impact to the City. 

RECOMMENDATION: Public Works recommends approval of this Council bill. 
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Submitted by: 

____________________________________ 
Martin Gugel, Assistant Director of Public Works 

Recommended by: Approved by: 

________________________________ ______________________________ 
Dan Smith, Director of Public Works Jason Gage, City Manager 
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